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Governor Signs Law Tripling Fines for Those
who buy Underage Sex
AB 2105 Holds Defendants Accountable who Buy Sex from Minors
San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced today that Governor Brown signed
into law a bill sponsored by her office, AB 2105 (Maienschein), which increases fines or penalties
awarded in civil actions for commercially sexually exploited children. The new law allows for triple
the damages that defendants would otherwise be liable for where the conduct is 1) directed at minors,
2) minors suffer physical, emotional, or economic damage, or 3) the defendant knew or reasonably
should have known that the sex victim was a minor. The bill adds children to the class of people
already protected and allowed to seek civil penalties or damages under the Civil Code Section 3345
(disabled persons and elders).
“This new law aims to be another deterrent for those in our community who would exploit children
and pay for sex with a minor. It also provides funding for rehabilitation of sex trafficking victims so
they can move past the pain and trauma they experience,” DA Summer Stephan said. “We have a
duty to protect the youngest and most vulnerable members of our society and this bill holds
individuals who would commit this kind of criminal conduct more accountable.”
There is an alternative damage provision for instances where damages cannot be proved, or where the
alternative damage provision would be greater. In those instances, the defendant is liable for no less
than $10,000 and no more than $50,000 for each commercial sex act.
“In San Diego alone, sex trafficking is estimated to be an $810 million a year industry and we can see
that criminal sanctions are not enough to stop these reprehensible enterprises,” Assembly member
Brian Maienschein said. “AB 2105 protects children from sex predators looking to make money off
their suffering. It also provides a base statutory civil penalty of $10,000 to be awarded to minor sex
trafficking victims. This new law deters child sex purchasers and provides a source of funds for the
rehabilitation of victims of commercial sexual exploitation.”
Human trafficking is a $150 billion global industry, and the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the
world. California has the highest number of human trafficking incidents reported by the National
Human Trafficking Hotline. In San Diego, the Human Trafficking Task Force works to rescue the
girls and boys who are being sold for sex and trafficked across San Diego County. The most common
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form of sex trafficking includes entrapping children into prostitution for the financial benefit of
gangs. Recruitment happens in schools and online through social media and gaming apps.
San Diego University and Point Loma Nazarene University released a joint study that estimates there
are anywhere from 3,000 and 8,000 victims trafficked each year in San Diego, which generates more
than $800-million each year for human trafficking criminal enterprises.
If you suspect someone is a victim of human trafficking call the human trafficking hotline at 888-3737-888, or text “BeFree.”
###
About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office
The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor
crimes committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year
and balances prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer
Stephan leads the office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue justice and support
victims daily across San Diego County. DA Summer Stephan has devoted her life to protecting
children and families and providing justice to the voiceless and most vulnerable. She is a national
leader in the fight against sexual exploitation and human trafficking, and has served as a Deputy
District Attorney in San Diego County for 28 years.
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