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Grand Jury Indicts 11 Defendants in Connection 
with Violent Pacific Beach Antifa Incident 

 
San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced today that a criminal grand jury has 
returned indictments against 11 individuals in connection with violent criminal acts committed during a 
demonstration in Pacific Beach on January 9, 2021. Charges handed down by the grand jury against the 
defendants include conspiracy to commit a riot, use of tear gas, assault with a deadly weapon, and 
assault by means likely to produce great bodily injury. In lieu of a preliminary hearing, the grand jury 
heard testimony over 13 days and delivered the unsealed indictment on May 23, 2022. The defendants 
have been indicted on 29 felony counts. 
  
The defendants arraigned in court today include Alexander Akridgejacobs, 31; Jesse Merel Cannon, 31; 
Brian Cortez Lightfoot Jr., 25; Christian Martinez, 23; Luis Francisco Mora, 30; Samuel Howard Ogden, 
24; Bryan Rivera, 20; Faraz Martin Talab, 27; Jeremy White, 39 and Erich Louis Yach, 38. If convicted, 
the defendants face a wide sentencing range from probation to prison. Defendant Joseph Austin Gaskins, 
21 will be arraigned on June 20. 
 
According to the grand jury indictment, “the defendants are all affiliated with Antifa. A group of the 
defendants originated from the Los Angeles area and the remaining defendants are from San Diego 
County. Antifa uses force, fear, and violence to further their interests and suppress the interests of 
others. The objective of this conspiracy was to incite and participate in a riot.” 
 
The indictment goes on to say that “on or about January 2, 2021, Antifa supporters posted on social 
media calling for “counterprotesting” and direct action in response to a scheduled political 
demonstration in Pacific Beach on January 9, 2021. The defendants and other uncharged coconspirators 
confirmed their support and participation by showing up in Pacific Beach on January 9, 2021, dressed in 
black clothing, and armed with weapons and protective gear.” 
 
The overt acts listed in the indictment detail the level of violence and planning committed by the 
defendants, including: 
 

• Throwing a wooden lawn chair at a victim and striking her 
• Striking a victim with a baseball bat 
• Striking a victim with a flagpole 
• Attacking victims with tear gas 
• Assaulting a victim with a stun gun 

mailto:steve.walker@sdcda.org
mailto:tanya.sierra@sdcda.org
mailto:%252520barbara.medina@sdcda.org


 

 

 
The 10 defendants who were arraigned today pleaded not guilty and a status hearing was set for August 
8 at 2 p.m. in Department 102. 
 

### 
 
About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office 
The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor crimes committed 
outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year and balances prosecution with 
numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer Stephan leads the office of more than 1,000 
dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, and support victims daily across San Diego County. 
 


