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bruises around the elbow, forearm, wrist, and hand. The back of the right hand and the knuckles 
had multiple scrapes. Similar scrapes were also found on the left hand and knuckles. 

There were several scrapes and bruises ranging from one to four inches on Garza's right thigh, 
knee, and calf. There was also bleeding in the soft tissue behind the right leg. There were two 
scrapes on the right foot and a bruise near the big toe. There were scrapes and bruises ranging 
from a quarter of an inch to four and a half inches on Garza's left leg from the knee to the ankle. 

The examination of Garza's heart revealed that it was enlarged and that the coronary artery 
showed up to 80% stenosis. Additionally, Garza's myocardium showed hypertrophic changes 
with focal interstitial fibrosis. 

According to Dr. Tovar, Garza "had significant cardiovascular disease which could lead to 
sudden death at any time. He was also using cocaine and drinking ethanol, a combination that 
can lead to sudden death alone in combination with his underlying heart disease. [Garza] was 
physically restrained in a prone position prior to going unresponsive. This is not necessarily 
lethal by itself. However, physical restraint does have effects on the body including physiologic 
stress due to not being able to move and fighting the restraint. Restraint in the prone position is 
not ideal for extended periods of time as breathing becomes difficult. [Garza] was obese and had 
a large pannus, which would have contributed to increased difficulty of breathing in the prone 
position. The physiological stress of being restrained can cause changes in blood pressure, heart 
rate, respiration, and physical exhaustion. In a susceptible individual, such as [Garza), due to his 
heart disease compounded by acute cocaine and alcohol intoxication, the stress of physical 
restraint would be additive to development of a fatal cardiac event and respiratory compromise. 
It is not possible to isolate out his heart disease, ethanol and drug intoxication and the physical 
restraint as a sole cause of death and it is my opinion that they were all playing a role leading to 
the terminal event." 

Dr. Tovar determined the cause of death as cardiopulmonary arrest due to atherosclerotic and 
hypertensive cardiovascular disease with ethanol and cocaine intoxication during physical 
restraint. The manner of death was classified as homicide. 

Toxicology 
Toxicological testing of Garza's blood indicated the presence of alcohol (ethanol) in the 
peripheral blood of 0.077%, alcohol (ethanol) in the vitreous blood of 0.093%, and showed a 
presumptive positive reading for cocaine metabolites with benzoylecgonine at 0.89 mg/L, 
cocaethylene at 0.1 I mg/L, and cocaine at 0.85 mg/L. 

Legal Standards of Criminal Liability 
In analyzing the potential criminal liability of the law enforcement officers involved in the 
detention of Garza, there must first be a determination of causation. For charges of either murder 
or manslaughter, there must be an act or acts that result in the death of another. In this situation, 
the Medical Examiner determined the cause of Garza's death was cardiopulmonary arrest due to 
atherosclerotic and hypertensive cardiovascular disease with ethanol and cocaine intoxication 
during physical restraint. 




