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THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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SUMMER STEPHAN
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April 16, 2021
Chief of Police David Nisleit
San Diego Police Department
1401 Broadway
San Diego, CA 92101
Re:

Fatal shooting of Mr. Richard Price by San Diego Police Officers Joshua Clabough, Ace
Ybanez, Jason Gonzalez, Kevin Cummings, Miles McCardle, David Burns and Joshua Leiber
on July 9, 2020; SDPD Case No. 20034439; DA Special Operations Case No.
20-092PS; Deputy District Attorney assigned: John B. Dunlap

Dear Chief Nisleit,
We have reviewed the reports and other materials compiled by the San Diego Police Department Homicide
Unit concerning the shooting of Richard Price. District Attorney Investigators responded to the scene and
were briefed by detectives. This case was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review on October
13, 2020. Additional materials were provided through December 30, 2020.
Summary
On July 9, 2020, at approximately 3:51pm, a person called 911 and reported a male pointed a gun at her
and her companion on Menlo Avenue. She described the male wearing all black and carrying a black
handgun in his right front pocket. San Diego Police officers responded. At approximately 3:55pm, the
reporting party directed officers to Price, who was at 4200 Menlo Avenue holding what appeared to be a
handgun. Price was not compliant with officers’ commands and dropped what officers believed was a
handgun near his feet. Officers ordered Price to step away from the gun, but Price picked it up and pointed
it at the officers. Seven officers discharged their firearms, striking Price multiple times. Price fell to the
ground with the handgun still near his body. Due to the proximity of the gun to Price, officers believed
Price was still a threat. An arrest team, including a police service dog, approached Price. One beanbag
round was fired at Price to check for responsiveness but there was no movement from him. The police dog
pulled Price away from the gun, allowing officers to approach and render first aid. Price was transported by
medics to UCSD Hospital where he was pronounced deceased at 4:24pm. The handgun Price used was later
determined to be an airsoft pistol that resembled a firearm. Toxicology testing from Price detected
Amphetamine (0.03 mg/L), Methamphetamine (0.36 mg/L) and Phencyclidine (PCP) (530 ng/mL). The
cause of death was determined to be a gunshot wound of the head and manner of death was determined to
be homicide
Persons Involved
Richard Price was a 49-year-old resident of San Diego. All officers involved in this incident were
employed by the San Diego Police Department. The officers’ names and length of employment are as
follows: Joshua Clabough, over three years; Ace Ybanez, over five years; Jason Gonzalez, six years; Kevin
Cummings two years, Miles McCardle, six years: David Burns, four years; Joshua Lieber, six years.

