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Double Homicide Defendant Sentenced to 

Prison in 1987 Ramona Cold Case 
   

Jose Solorio Killed Two at a Birthday Party 
 

San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced today that a 62-year-old man 

who killed two people at a birthday party in Ramona then fled to Mexico for 32 years, has been 

sentenced to 34 years-to-life in prison by San Diego Superior Court Judge Joan Weber for the 

1987 slayings of German Aviles, 26, and Ventura Aviles, 21. 

 

On May 27, a jury found Jose Solorio guilty of two counts of second-degree murder after 

deliberating for two days. 

 

“Today, the families of German and Ventura Aviles received a measure of justice after decades 

of mourning their loss,” DA Stephan said. “The daughter of German Aviles had to grow up 

without her loving father over this senseless and violent act.” 

 

During a birthday party for the 4-year-old daughter of German Aviles, Solorio got into an 

argument with the victims and other men over getting more beer for the party. The defendant 

became offended over an insult directed at him. He left the party and returned with a loaded 

handgun. 

 

While standing in the doorway of the apartment, Solorio fatally shot German and Ventura 

Aviles, then shot and wounded another man inside the apartment. He then shot a fourth man 

outside the apartment who was returning to the home with beer. 

 

Solorio immediately fled to Mexico, where he hid from law enforcement for 32 years. He was 

taken into custody in the City of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico in April 2019 and extradited from 

Mexico City in December 2019.   
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About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office 

The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor crimes 

committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year and balances 

prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer Stephan leads the 
office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, and support victims 

daily across San Diego County. 


