
330 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA 92101 

(619) 531-4040 
 

SanDiegoDA.com 
 

OFFICE OF 
THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
 

SUMMER STEPHAN 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

 
 

DWAIN D. WOODLEY 
 ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

 

 
January 4, 2023                                               Contact: Steve Walker (619) 531-3890 
For Immediate Release                                                    Tanya Sierra (619) 531-3315 

                      En Español  Barbara Medina (619) 531-3305 
                         

Outreach Campaign Raises Awareness 
About the Sex Trafficking of Boys 

 

Studies Show Exploitation of Boys is Under Reported 
 

San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan and 
Health and Human Services Director Nick Macchione 
today announced an outreach campaign running in January 
aimed at raising awareness about boys who become victims 
of human trafficking. In the past, the focus has often been 
on girls who were being trafficked, but in recent years law 
enforcement has been working to educate the public that 
boys are also often victims. The month-long campaign’s 
goal is to broaden the public perception of who is 
vulnerable to being sexually trafficked. Officials hope that 
bringing attention to this issue will improve screening, 
identification, and services for boys who are victims of sex 
trafficking. The campaign will appear on billboards, bus 
transit posters, on social media and in public service 
announcements on radio. January is Human Trafficking 
Awareness month. 
 
“We must recognize the reality that the trafficking of boys 
is more common than the public may realize,” said DA 
Stephan. “We have a responsibility to protect all children 
who are being trafficked. This outreach is an extension of 
our work to increase awareness, improve identification and 

reporting, and develop specialty services for survivors who are boys.” 
 
While state and local data doesn’t provide good statistics about the trafficking of boys, national 
studies demonstrate the seriousness of the problem. A study by the John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice estimated that as many as 50% of the commercially sexually exploited children in the United 
States are boys. In 2013, a study found that the commercial sexual exploitation of boys is vastly 
under reported. 
 
“Tragically, as many as 50% of sexually trafficked children are boys and LGBTQ+ youth are more 
likely to experience sexual violence,” said Nick Macchione, Director of the County of San Diego 
Health and Human Services Agency. “It’s extremely important that we understand the gravity of the 
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issue and take immediate action by raising awareness through this campaign with the support of our 
district attorney. At the Health and Human Services Agency, we will promote these valuable and 
lifesaving resources countywide with all of our community partners.  Together, we will help protect 
our vulnerable children and youth from sexual exploitation.” 
 
The campaign is being organized by the District Attorney’s Office, Health and Human Services 
Agency (HHSA), and Child Welfare Services. The artwork for the campaign was produced by anti-
trafficking activist Genice Jacobs with artist Myriam Obin. A web page, 
www.ProtectSanDiegoKids.org provides information and resources.  
 
Visit www.ProtectSanDiegoKids.org for more information. For help for you or someone you love, 
call 800-344-6000 to reach caring, trained staff who can help. 
 

# # # 
 
About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office 
The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor 
crimes committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year 
and balances prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer 
Stephan leads the office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, 
and support victims daily across San Diego County. 
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