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Swim Instructor Sentenced to Prison for
Molesting Underage Students

San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced today that swim instructor
Nicholas Piazza, 20, was sentenced to eight years in prison in connection with committing lewd
acts against three children while he taught them to swim.

In July 2021, Piazza lewdly touched his 8-year-old student during a swim lesson. During
prosecution for that case, as a condition of his release, Piazza was ordered not to work with any
minors. Despite the court order, Piazza continued to give private swim lessons and molested two
more children including a 5-year-old in June 2022 and a 7-year-old in September 2022.

“This defendant violated the trust placed in him by the parents of the victims in the worst way
possible and caused harm and trauma to his victims with his lascivious crimes,” DA Stephan
said. “Today a measure of justice was handed down for the victims, their families and the
community affected by this disturbing crime.”

Piazza pleaded guilty to one felony count of a lewd or lascivious act against a minor under the
age of 14 and two misdemeanor counts of annoying or molesting a child. The incidents happened
between the Summer of 2021 and the fall of 2022.

As a result of the plea, Piazza will be required to register as a sex offender.
Deputy DA Isaac Jackson prosecuted this case.
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About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office

The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor crimes
committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year and balances
prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer Stephan leads the
office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, and support victims
daily across San Diego County.
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