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Probationer Who Shot Store Clerk
Sentenced to 30 Years in State Prison

Defendant Used Ghost Gun in Armed Robbery

San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced that a 22-year-old man was
sentenced on Thursday to 30 years in prison for shooting an Oceanside AM/PM store clerk in the
abdomen during a robbery and a separate shooting in Escondido. Hans Nanduca, who was on
probation, pleaded guilty to assault with a semi-automatic firearm, admitted that he personally
used a firearm, and admitted a prior strike when entering guilty pleas last month. In the
Escondido case, Nanduca also pled guilty to assault with a semi-automatic firearm and attempted
robbery while vicariously armed with a firearm.

The AM/PM store clerk fortunately survived his injuries, but the defendant— who was wearing a
mask— was not apprehended immediately. Two weeks later, Nanduca was an accomplice in
another robbery at a local business in Escondido where a gun was fired. The firearm, which
turned out to be an untraceable ghost gun found on scene was eventually connected to Nanduca
when the cartridge casings from the Oceanside and Escondido shootings were matched to the
firearm. That link led to charges and the successful prosecution of the AM/PM shooting. At the
time of the crimes, Nanduca was on probation for carjacking while armed with a knife and
reckless driving.

“This defendant’s violent crimes nearly took the lives of innocent people who were working
hard at local businesses. The fact that defendant used a ghost gun made the investigation
more difficult, but Oceanside and Escondido police detectives persisted in solving these
crimes and our office brought a successful prosecution to end the defendant’s crime spree,”
said DA Summer Stephan. “This lengthy and well-deserved sentence brings a measure of
relief for the victims and businesses and we stand ready to support them with specialized
services to process the trauma they suffered.”

This case was prosecuted by Deputy District Attorney Daniel Gochnour, who is assigned to the
DA’s North County Branch in Vista.

About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office

The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor crimes
committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year and balances
prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer Stephan leads the
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office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, and support victims
daily across San Diego County.
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