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Man who Engaged in Police Shootout 
Sentenced for Attempted Murder  

 
Daniel Quiroz Sentenced to 45 Years-to-Life in Prison 

 
San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan announced today that defendant Daniel 
Quiroz, 31, who was convicted by a jury last month of attempted murder and other charges, has 
been sentenced to 45 years-to-life in prison. Quiroz engaged in a shootout with a Harbor Police 
officer outside the San Diego Convention Center in March 2021, shortly after being pulled over 
for a traffic violation.  
 
Quiroz was charged with attempting to kill a San Diego Harbor Police Officer and assault with a 
semi-automatic firearm on a civilian on March 1, 2021 near Fifth Avenue and Harbor Drive.  
 
“This defendant had no regard for life when he recklessly engaged in a shootout on a downtown 
street,” DA Stephan said. “Traffic stops are some of the most dangerous situations for peace 
officers as this case clearly demonstrates, and the guilty jury verdict along with today’s prison 
sentence brings justice to the police officer and civilian victim in this case.” 
 
The civilian victim was struck by a stray bullet during the shootout but was unharmed because 
the bullet was likely a ricochet that also deflected off of his eyeglasses case which he had in his 
back pocket. In addition to the attempted murder charge, Quiroz was convicted of three counts of 
assault with a semi-automatic firearm.  
 
Deputy District Attorney Frederick Washington prosecuted this case.  
 

# # # 
 
 
About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office 
The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor crimes 
committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year and balances 
prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer Stephan leads the 
office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue fair and equal justice, and support victims 
daily across San Diego County. 
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