OFFICE OF

330 West Broadway
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 531-4040

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

JESUS RODRIGUEZ
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO
SUMMER STEPHAN
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

December 20, 2018
For Immediate Release

Contact: Tanya Sierra (619) 531-3315
Barbara Medina (619) 531-3305

DA Warns San Diegans of Scammers
Pretending to be from Social Security
Do Not Provide Social Security Number to Callers
San Diego County District Attorney Summer Stephan is warning San Diegans on behalf of the
Federal Trade Commission of a scam in which callers targeting the San Diego area are pretending to
be from the Social Security Administration in an attempt to obtain social security numbers for
financial crimes. Senior citizens are particularly vulnerable to this scam and have been a main target.
There are multiple versions of the rip-off. For example, in some cases the caller may say your social
security number has been linked to a crime and has been blocked, but that for a fee it could be
reinstated. The caller will then ask you to verify your social security number. Another variation
involves the caller saying that your social security number has been used to apply for multiple credit
cards, which could cause you to lose your social security benefits. Or the caller may say that your
bank account is on the verge of being seized and that you must withdraw all of your cash, which the
caller will conveniently tell you he or she can keep safe.
“All of these are scams,” District Attorney Summer Stephan said. “Do not provide your social
security number or banking information to any caller, even if the caller ID shows Social
Security’s 1-800 number. Instead, hang up and call Social Security to verify. Unfortunately,
scammers use technology to make any number they want appear on a caller ID.”
The Social Security Administration’s phone number is 1-800-772-1213.
###
About the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office
The San Diego County DA’s Office prosecutes all felony crimes in the county and misdemeanor
crimes committed outside the City of San Diego. The office files about 40,000 criminal cases a year
and balances prosecution with numerous crime prevention programs. District Attorney Summer
Stephan leads the office of more than 1,000 dedicated employees who pursue justice and support
victims daily across San Diego County. DA Summer Stephan has devoted her life to protecting
children and families and providing justice to the voiceless and most vulnerable. She is a national
leader in the fight against sexual exploitation and human trafficking, and has served as a Deputy
District Attorney in San Diego County for 28 years.
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